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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 COLOMB 03089 240646Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-OI NEA-IO ISO-00 COME-00 H-02 TRSE-00 AID-05 
IGA-02 /028W 

028566 240648Z/I0 

P24060IZAUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7989 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI PRIORITY 

UNCLAS COLOMBO 3089 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EWWT, BTIO, EFIS, CE 

SUBJ: BIDDING/NEGOTIATING PROCEDURES FOR SRI LANKA FISHING 
FLEET 

REE: STATE 193816 

1. IN NOVEMBER 1976, THE GOVERNMENT OE SRI LANKA (GSL) SIGNED 

AN AGREEMENT WITH THE ABU DHABI FUND FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
FOR A $5.2 MILLION LOAN TO PURCHASE 172 EISHING VESSELS. NO 
TENDERS FOR CONSTRUCTION HAVE YET BEEN ISSUED. ACCORDING TO 
MR. A. 1. MOHIDEEN, SENIOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE MINISTRY 
OF FISHERIES, THE NEXT STEP IS TO HIRE A NAVAL ARCHITECT TO 
DESIGN THE BOATS TO MEET SRI LANKAN NEEDS. ONCE DESIGN SPECI- 
FICATIONS ARE APPROVED, A WORLD WIDE TENDER WILL BE ISSUED. 
MOHIDEEN SAID, HOWEVER, THAT THE NEW MINISTER OF FISHERIES 
TAKES A "DIM VIEW OF THESE GRANDIOSE PROJECTS" AND THE WHOLE 
PROGRAM MAY HAVE TO BE REVISED. NEVERTHELESS, MOHIDEEN SAID 
THAT IF BALDWINSVILLE BOATYARD WOULD BE INTERESTED IN THE 
DESIGN PHASE, THE COMPANY SHOULD WRITE TO HIM OUTLINING THEIR 
QUALIEICATIONS. 

2. AS EAR AS THE EMBASSY HAS BEEN ABLE TO DETERMINE, THERE 
IS NO WORLD BANK INVOLVEMENT IN THIS PROJECT. 
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